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RAZORBACK ATHLETICS
BY THE NUMBERS
1
101
Arkansas was the only
Division I-A school in the
nation to rank in the top 25 in
attendance for football, men’s
basketball and baseball

Television Appearances by
Razorback Athletic Teams

2

Total number of Razorback AllAmericans (69), All-region (23)
and All-SEC performers (85)

NCAA Post-Graduate Scholarship
Recipients (Jaime Pisani, Ben
Skidmore)

3

SEC Championships – Arkansas
captured the SEC triple crown
by winning the men’s cross
country, indoor and outdoor
track and field team titles

3.07

Razorback Student-Athlete GPA
Highest in program history and
fourth consecutive year with
GPA over 3.0

15

Razorback sports programs
that advanced to NCAA postseason play including six top 10
national finishes

20

University of Arkansas’ finish in
the Learfield Sports Directors Cup
Best finish since 1998-99 and
fourth top-25 finish in past
five years

80

Current and former Razorbacks
who earned their diplomas and
were eligible to participate in
University commencement
ceremonies (fall and spring)

ARKANSASRAZORBACKS.COM

177

1,000

Academic Progress Rate
(APR) Multi-Year scores for
Gymnastics and Men’s Tennis
Both sports earned NCAA
APR Public Recognition
Awards

$126,195

Estimated economic
impact of the more than
6,000 community service
hours performed by
Razorback student-athletes
for more than 100
organizations, agencies and
schools throughout the region

4,300,568
Absolute unique visitors to
ArkansasRazorbacks.com

$20
MILLION

Annual Fund Donations
made to support Razorback
student-athletes
Razorback Foundation
Annual Fund
Record

ARKANSAS RAZORBACKS

2011/2012 ATHLETICS ANNUAL REPORT

time in five years we have achieved
a top 25 ranking (and with 12
fewer sports teams competing
than perennial winner, Stanford
University). Virtually every men’s
and women’s team enjoyed some
form of post-season play, drawing
more than a million fans to
campus annually.

The ancient Greeks pioneered the
concept of training the mind, body,
and spirit as a means of developing
a complete person. That tradition
continues on college campuses across the country, where
student-athletes pursue excellence in the classroom and on the
playing fields. At the University of Arkansas, the emphasis on
student-athletes is just that: students first and athletes second.
This year’s annual report documents the strides our studentathletes are making on both fronts. Whether it is competing for
SEC and national championships or increasing our graduation
rate for the sixth consecutive year (now at 73 percent!), our
student-athletes are getting it done the right way.
The athletics department concluded the year ranked 20th in
the Learfield Sports Director’s Cup standings. This is the fourth

Since the athletics department
is financially self-sustaining,
the support of Razorback fans
is critical to our success. Quite
simply, we couldn’t do it without
you. The passion, commitment
and investment of Razorback
fans will continue to be
instrumental in helping our university and athletic program
succeed at the highest levels.
Thank you for your passion and support, which helped fuel
another stellar year of Razorback Athletics.

G. David Gearhart
Chancellor

Jeff Long
Vice Chancellor &
Director of Athletics

IN MEMORIAM
Garrett Uekman, 19, a member of the University of Arkansas
football team, passed away on Sunday, Nov. 20, 2011. The
Little Rock native was a redshirt freshman majoring in
applied exercise science. On Nov. 21, more than 2,800
members of the university and Razorback communities
honored Uekman’s memory with a candlelight vigil in Bud
Walton Arena, which included comments from university
officials and the spread of the flame by the Uekman family.
Garrett Uekman is survived by his parents, Danny and
Michelle, and his sister Meagan.

RAZORBACK ATHLETICS
19 Sport Programs (11 women’s sports, 8 men’s sports)
Women’s Sports: Basketball, Cross Country, Golf, Gymnastics,
Indoor Track and Field, Outdoor Track and Field, Soccer, Softball,
Swimming and Diving, Tennis and Volleyball
Men’s Sports: Baseball, Basketball, Cross Country, Football, Golf,
Tennis, Indoor Track and Field and Outdoor Track and Field
Student-Athletes: More than 460 student-athletes

MISSION STATEMENT:
To assist in the development of studentathletes to their fullest potential through
intercollegiate athletics

GUIDING PRINCIPLES:
ACADEMIC SUCCESS AND ACHIEVEMENT

ATHLETIC SUCCESS

•

Graduate Student-Athletes
Academic Achievement (Team and Individual)
• Academic Personal Bests
• Meeting and Exceeding NCAA APR Benchmarks

•

•

•

STUDENT-ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT

Career Development and Graduate School Preparation
• Community Service
• Personal Development
• Health and Wellness
• Leadership and Character Development
• Financial Planning
•

2011-2012 University of Arkansas Department of Athletics Annual Report

Advancing to Post-season Competition
Competing for Southeastern Conference and NCAA
Championships
• Learfield Sports Directors Cup National Top 25 Finish
• Team and Individual Student-Athlete Honors
PROGRAM COMMITMENTS

Supporting the mission of the University of Arkansas as
a member of the campus community
• Proudly representing the university and the entire state
of Arkansas
• Sound fiscal management of resources
• Compliance with SEC and NCAA Rules
•
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ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
Razorback Athletics provides a comprehensive academic support
program designed to develop student-athletes with the skills
necessary to be successful in a competitive collegiate academic
environment and in life. The Razorback Academic Support Staff
challenges Razorback student-athletes to achieve academically
while continually maintaining the necessary progress to achieve a
college degree.

TRACKING THE ACADEMIC SUCCESS

Equipped to assist Razorback student-athletes in different academic
disciplines and at different levels, the academic support staff
customizes its approach to help individual student-athletes discover
their own potential.

481
234
247

The success of this approach can be gauged in the collective success
and achievements of the more than 460 student-athletes. For the
fourth consecutive year, Razorback Athletics earned an average
student-athlete GPA exceeding 3.0 registering a program best 3.07
in 2011-12.
Arkansas met and exceeded the established benchmark (925) in
18 of 19 sports in the latest Academic Progress Rate (APR) report
and its average APR multi-year rate of 970.3 was a program best.
Fifteen Razorback teams improved or maintained their APR since
the previous report in 2011 including six sports that increased their
multi-year APR rate by nine points or more.
Razorback student-athletes filled fall department honor rolls with
234 student-athletes earning recognition for a GPA of 3.0 or better.
In the spring, 247 student-athletes achieved the honor roll standard.
Outside the department, Arkansas boasted 153 selections to
Southeastern Conference Academic Honor Rolls. Junior Austin Cook
and senior Tara Diebold were honored by the league as the 2012 SEC
Men’s Golf Scholar-Athlete of the Year and the 2012 SEC Women’s
Track and Field Co-Scholar Athlete of the Year, respectively.
For the first time since the men’s and women’s athletic programs were
combined, University of Arkansas student-athletes earned NCAA
Post-Graduate scholarships. Senior gymnast Jaime Pisani earned
both the NCAA Winter Sports Post-Graduate scholarship and an
NCAA Ethnic Minority and Women’s Enhancement Post-Graduate
scholarship. Senior track and field student-athlete Ben Skidmore was
selected for an NCAA Spring Sports Post-Graduate scholarship.
Awards and academic recognition celebrate the path, but the ultimate
goal of the collegiate academic journey is graduation. Razorback
Athletics continues to see sustained improvement in its graduation
success rate (GSR) earning a program high 73 percent in 2011.
A total of 80 current or former student-athletes completed
their degree requirements or were on pace to complete those
requirements by the end of the 2011-12 year. Approximately
30 of those participated in the University of Arkansas’ first fall
commencement ceremony since 1971. Another 50 received their
diploma in the spring.
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STUDENT-ATHLETE GPA
3.07
3.04
3.09

2011-12 Average
Fall
Spring

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT HONOR ROLL
2011-12 Total Selections
Student-Athletes (Fall)
Student-Athletes (Spring)

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT ACADEMIC CHAMPIONS (4.0)
90
43
47

2011-12 Total Selections
Student-Athletes (Fall)
Student-Athletes (Spring)

SEC ACADEMIC HONOR ROLL
153
43
33
77

2011-12 Total Selections
Student-Athletes (Fall)
Student-Athletes (Winter)
Student-Athletes (Spring)

INDIVIDUAL ACADEMIC AWARDS
6
7
2
2

Academic All-Americans
Academic All-District Selections
NCAA Post-Graduate Scholarship Recipients
SEC Scholar-Athletes of the Year

GRADUATION*
80
30
50

Total 2011-12 Graduates
Current or former student-athletes (Fall)
Current or former student-athletes (Spring)

* eligible for commencement ceremonies

PERSONAL BESTS
The personal best program was established to encourage
and reward student-athletes for doing their best regardless of
their individual cumulative grade point average. By focusing
on improving academic performance each semester, studentathletes can increase academic performance while progressing to
their ultimate goal of graduation.
A total of 88 University of Arkansas student-athletes were
recognized by Razorback Athletics for earning personal-best
grade point averages in the fall semester. In the spring, 134
student-athletes earned their collegiate best term GPA and helped
the Razorback program post a record student-athlete GPA of 3.07
for the 2011-12 academic year.
PERSONAL BESTS
88
134

2011 Fall Semester Personal Bests
2012 Spring Semester Personal Bests
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More than 230 Razorback student-athletes were honored as members of the
University of Arkansas Fall Academic Honor Roll at halftime of the ArkansasAuburn men’s basketball game on Jan. 25 at Bud Walton Arena. The 234
honorees from all 19 Razorback sports earned selection to the honor roll by
registering a GPA of 3.0 or better in the fall 2011 semester.

Razorback graduates join Vice Chancellor and Director of Athletics Jeff Long
for a group picture at the HOGSPY Awards. For the first time in school history,
University of Arkansas student-athletes wore a special sash during commencement
ceremonies recognizing their participation in intercollegiate athletics.

In 2012, the NCAA recognized the men’s tennis team with a public recognition
award for Academic Progress Rate (APR) performance. The Razorbacks
earned a perfect multi-year rate of 1,000 to rank among the top 10 percent
of men’s tennis teams across the nation. Arkansas was only one of two SEC
men’s tennis programs to earn an APR public recognition award.

Former women’s track and field student-athlete Shelise Williams was one of
30 Razorback student-athletes to participate in the University of Arkansas’
2011 Fall Commencement. It was the first time since 1971 the institution held
a fall ceremony for graduates.

BY THE NUMBERS
2

6

80

970.3

NCAA Post-Graduate
Scholarship Recipients

Capital One Academic
All-Americans

(Jaime Pisani, Ben Skidmore)

(Jake Bequette, Lane Boyer,
Tara Diebold, Jaime Pisani,
Tina Sutej, Emily Tubert)

Current or former
Razorbacks who qualified
for graduation in 2011-12

Average Sport APR
Multi-Year Rate
(program best)
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STUDENT-ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT
AND COMMUNITY SERVICE
Razorback Athletics is committed to the personal growth and
character development of Razorback student-athletes through
holistic programming for success in life. The student-athlete
development program is specifically designed to advance studentathletes in a variety of areas including career development and
graduate school preparation, participation in community service
and personal development.
The Razorback Leadership Academy was founded in 2010 as the first
comprehensive leadership program in the Southeastern Conference.
Expanded since its inception, the academy now features specialized
training for all student-athletes, coaches and administrative staff.
Community service has always been instrumental to the program
and in 2011-12, Razorback student-athletes volunteered a record
6,052 hours for 108 agencies, organizations and schools. The total
nearly doubled the previous record (3,328 hours). When applied
to the University Volunteer Action Center’s monetary equivalency
formula, Razorback Athletics record number of volunteer hours
generated an economic impact of nearly $126,195.
The Lee Spencer Cup annually recognizes the Razorback team that
is the most active in the various life skills programs. Points are
awarded throughout the year for athletic and academic excellence,
personal development, service and Razorback spirit with the
winning team recognized at the end of the academic year. The
men’s cross country and track and field team captured the 2012
Lee Spencer Cup.

2011 SEC TOGETHER WE CAN

Razorback student-athletes, in conjunction with the University of Arkansas Global
Campus and Tyson Foods, Inc., collected 93,965 pounds of canned goods for area
food banks during the Southeastern Conference’s Together We CAN food drive. The
record total eclipsed last year’s amount by more than 12,000 pounds (81,671) and
represented an astonishing 77 percent of the combined total of canned food collected
by all league schools as part of the program.

LEE SPENCER CUP
Cyndy Spencer, wife of the late Lee
Spencer, prepares to award the 2011
Lee Spencer Cup to the Razorback
women’s soccer team at a men’s
basketball game last winter. The 2012
Lee Spencer Cup will be presented to
the men’s cross country and track and
field team this fall.

HOGSPY AWARDS
From a red carpet arrival and pre-ceremony interviews to video
highlights of all nominees and acceptance speeches by surprised
winners, the first HOGSPY Awards event brought the entire athletic
department together for a night of celebration.
On May 3 at the Fayetteville Town Center, all 19 Razorback teams,
coaches and department staff gathered to celebrate the achievements
of the previous year in an event organized by members of the StudentAthlete Advisory Committee (SAAC).
SAAC members served as the award presenters and announced
male and female recipients of the Razorback Leadership Academy
Distinguished Leaders Award, Rookie of the Year, Top Graduating
Senior, Hog Tough Award, Academic Merit Recognition, Personal
Best Recognition, Brandon Burlsworth Award, High Academic Merit
Recognition, Academic Team of the Year, Student-Athletes of the
Year, Lee Spencer Cup Champion, Play of the Year, Senior Plaque
distribution and Scholar-Athletes of the Year.
The event had been in the works since the spring of 2011 and was
made possible by a gift from Jeff Fox of the Circumference Group in
Little Rock. The evening was hosted by ESPN’s Jimmy Dykes.

4

2011-2012 University of Arkansas Department of Athletics Annual Report

TEAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS
From capturing the year’s first Southeastern
Conference team championship in cross
country to the baseball team’s improbable
run to the College World Series in June, the
2011-12 athletic year provided Razorback
fans with plenty to cheer about in one of
the most successful years in the history of
Razorback Athletics.
Fifteen of 19 Razorback sports advanced to
post-season play, including a return to the
NCAA Tournament for women’s basketball
and softball. Six programs, baseball, football,
gymnastics, men’s indoor track and field,
women’s indoor track and field and men’s
outdoor track and field, earned top-10
national finishes.
The men’s track and field program captured
the Southeastern Conference triple crown by
winning conference titles in cross country,
indoor and outdoor track and field. It was the
program’s first SEC triple crown since 2008.
Arkansas finished 20th in the Learfield
Sports Directors Cup, a year-long
competition recognizing the nation’s top
intercollegiate athletic programs. The finish
was the program’s best in more than a decade
(1998-99) and marked the first time Arkansas
has finished in the top 20 in the directors
cup since the current scoring format was
adopted. Arkansas finished second among
institutions with 19 or fewer sports and
recorded its fourth top 25 finish in the past
five years, a program best streak.
The Razorbacks also made their first
appearance in the top 10 of the Capital One
Cup. Arkansas finished eighth in the men’s
standings based on top-10 national finishes
by baseball, football and indoor and outdoor
track and field.

Arkansas gets ready to take the field at the College
World Series at TD Ameritrade Park in Omaha, Neb.
The Razorbacks won their first two games in the CWS,
including ending two-time defending national champion
South Carolina’s 22-game post-season winning streak.
Arkansas finished tied for third nationally, the second
time in the past four years the Razorbacks finished as
one the top three teams in the country.

CHAMPIONSHIPS & TOP
10 NATIONAL FINISHES
BASEBALL
Houston Regional Champions
Waco Super Regional Champions
College World Series – T-3rd
Final No. 3 National Ranking

LEARFIELD SPORTS
DIRECTORS CUP

FOOTBALL

YEAR

RANK

POINTS

AT&T Cotton Bowl Champions
Final No. 5 National Ranking

2011-12

20TH

811

2010-11

24TH

726.75

GYMNASTICS

2009-10

46TH

539.75

2008-09

25TH

730.0

2007-08

24TH

696.0

NCAA Championship – 6th
MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
SEC Men’s Champions
WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY

* Arkansas has finished in the top 25 four times in
the last five years

BY THE NUMBERS

NCAA South Central Regional Champions
MEN’S INDOOR TRACK AND FIELD
SEC Men’s Champions
NCAA Championship – 2nd
WOMEN’S INDOOR TRACK AND FIELD
NCAA Championship – 5th
MEN’S OUTDOOR TRACK AND FIELD
SEC Men’s Champions
NCAA Championship – 8th

8
Arkansas’ 2011-12 finish in the men’s
standings of the Capital One Cup, the
first top 10 finish for the program

15
Razorback sports that advanced
to individual or team post-season
competition

811
Points scored by Arkansas in the
Learfield Sports Directors Cup, the
most points in program history

Arkansas had plenty to celebrate in women’s
basketball during the 2011-12 season. The Razorbacks
returned to the NCAA Tournament and earned a first
round win over Dayton before falling to defending
national champion Texas A&M by two points in the final
minute of a second round game.
During the regular season, Arkansas reeled off an 11game non-conference winning streak and a program
best eight-game SEC winning streak. The Razorbacks
also earned national attention when it knocked off
the Tennessee Volunteers on Feb. 23, marking the
program’s first win over the Vols in Knoxville.

2011-2012 University of Arkansas Department of Athletics Annual Report

Arkansas earned the SEC Triple Crown in 2011-12 by
winning the men’s cross country, indoor and outdoor
track and field championships. The Razorback men’s
indoor track and field team and SEC Coach of the
Year Chris Bucknam were honored at halftime of the
Arkansas-Ole Miss men’s basketball game on Feb.
28 at Bud Walton Arena.

5

COTTON BOWL

Arkansas capped a memorable 11-2 season
with a 29-16 victory over No. 11 Kansas State in
front of a sellout crowd and national television
audience at the 76th AT&T Cotton Bowl
Classic on Jan. 6. The victory was Arkansas’
11th during the 2011 season, which tied the
single-season UA wins record set in 1964 and
matched in 1977. The win also propelled the
Razorbacks to a No. 5 finish in the final AP and
USA Today polls, the program’s fourth top-five
AP finish and first since 1977.
Junior quarterback Tyler Wilson won the
Sanford Trophy as the game’s outstanding
offensive player while senior Jake Bequette
won the McKnight Trophy for the most
outstanding defensive player. Representatives
of the AT&T Cotton Bowl were on hand to
present both individual trophies and the
team trophy to the Razorback football team
at halftime of the Arkansas-Michigan men’s
basketball game on Jan. 21.

6
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INDIVIDUAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Razorback student-athletes established themselves on the SEC and national
scenes in 2011-12. The University of Arkansas became the first school in
NCAA history to win both the men’s and women’s pole vault in the same
championship meet when Andrew Irwin and Tina Sutej captured individual
titles at the 2012 NCAA Indoor Track and Field Championships. Senior
Joe Adams earned consensus first-team All-America honors in football
for his electrifying punt returns in 2012. For his efforts, Adams became
the inaugural recipient of the Johnny “The Jet” Rodgers National College
Football Return Specialist Award.
A total of 69 Razorbacks earned All-America honors while 23 were
recognized with all-region accolades. Eighty-five Razorback student-athletes
earned All-SEC honors, including 11 student-athletes who earned SEC
athlete of the year honors in their respective sports – Joe Adams (Football
Special Teams Player of the Year), Caleb Cross (Men’s Outdoor Track
Runner of the Year), Eric Fernandez (Men’s Cross Country Runner of the
Year), Kaitlin Flattmann (Women’s Cross Country Freshman Runner of the
Year), Kristen Gillespie (Women’s Cross Country and Indoor Track Runner
of the Year), Andrew Irwin (Men’s Outdoor Field Athlete of the Year, Men’s
Indoor and Outdoor Freshman Field Athlete of the Year), Jaime Pisani
(Gymnast of the Year), Patrick Rono (Men’s Indoor Freshman Runner of the
Year), Dominique Scott (Women’s Outdoor Freshman Runner of the Year),
Tina Sutej (Women’s Indoor Field Athlete of the Year) and Devon Wallace
(Softball Freshman of the Year).
Razorback head coach Chris Bucknam swept conference coach of the year
honors in cross country and indoor and outdoor track and field. Arkansas
women’s basketball coach Tom Collen was recognized by his peers as the
2012 SEC Women’s Basketball Coach of the Year.

NCAA INDIVIDUAL
CHAMPIONS
ANDREW IRWIN
■ NCAA Men’s Pole Vault (Indoor)
TINA SUTEJ
NCAA Women’s Pole Vault (Indoor)

■

MAREK NIIT, AKHEEM GAUNTLETT, BEN
SKIDMORE, NEIL BRADDY
■ NCAA Men’s 4x400 Relay (Indoor)

NCAA REGIONAL INDIVIDUAL
CHAMPIONS
JAIME PISANI
■ Gymnastics South Central All-Around
■ Gymnastics South Central Balance
Beam

SEC INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONS
MAKEBA ALCIDE
■ Women’s Pentathlon (Indoor)
LANE BOYER
Men’s 5,000 meters (Outdoor)

■

CALEB CROSS
Men’s 400 meter hurdles (Outdoor)

■

2011-2012 University of Arkansas Department of Athletics Annual Report
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EVENTS
In 2011-12, the University of Arkansas
was home to 200 regular season athletic
competitions while welcoming more than
one million fans to athletic related events.
Fans filled venues around the state to cheer
on the Razorbacks helping the University
of Arkansas become the only institution in
the country to rank in the top 25 nationally
in home attendance for football (22nd),
men’s basketball (23rd) and baseball (2nd).
Arkansas also ranked eighth nationally in
gymnastics home attendance.
The University of Arkansas added to its
already impressive championship event
resume by hosting the 2012 NCAA South
Central Gymnastics Regional at Barnhill
Arena and the 2012 SEC Women’s Golf
Championship at Blessings Golf Club.
Razorback Athletics hosted more than
20 special events in 2011-12 including
the Football Center Groundbreaking
Ceremony, the Salute to Excellence Red
Tie Dinner and the HOGSPY Awards. In
February, an estimated 7,000 fans joined
former Arkansas head basketball coach
Nolan Richardson, 19 former players
and coaches, and the current Razorback
basketball team for the world premiere of
the ESPN Film 40 Minutes of Hell at Bud
Walton Arena. The attendance was
a record for the premiere of an ESPN
Films production.
The Razorbacks continued to have
a strong presence in every corner of
the state with athletic competitions,
Razorback Clubs and special events
throughout the region. Arkansas played
two football games at War Memorial
Stadium, a men’s basketball game at
Verizon Arena and a baseball game
at Dickey-Stephens Park. Razorback
coaches and administrators were
also active throughout Arkansas and
surrounding areas engaging fans through
35 Razorback Club meetings, touchdown
club and tipoff club appearances as well
as a special Central Arkansas football
signing day event.
8

BY THE
NUMBERS
1

Athletic Director Jeff Long (left) and Chancellor Dave
Gearhart (right) enjoy a lighthearted moment with
Donald W. Reynolds Foundation Board Chairman
Fred W. Smith at the football center groundbreaking
ceremony last November.

Arkansas was the only
Division I-A program in the
country to rank in the top 25
in average home attendance
for football, men’s basketball
and baseball

200
Regular season Razorback
sporting events hosted by the
University of Arkansas
in 2011-12

7,000
Number of fans who attended
the 40 Minutes of Hell
Premiere at Bud Walton Arena

45,250
Record number of fans who
attended the 2012 RedWhite Spring Football Game
at Donald W. Reynolds
Razorback Stadium

In February, a school-record crowd of 5,537
fans packed Barnhill Arena to cheer on the No. 3
Razorbacks to a win over LSU on a night when the
gymnastics program celebrated its 10th anniversary.

Darrell Brown, the first
African-American football
player in school history,
was recognized as part
of the department’s
Trailblazers program at the
Arkansas-Auburn football
game in October.

Nolan Richardson was greeted by Jeff
Long and a standing ovation from 7,000
Razorback fans in a pre-film ceremony
before the world premiere of 40
Minutes of Hell at Bud Walton Arena.
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PROMOTING THE
RAZORBACK BRAND
As Razorback student-athletes compete
across the country, they are not just
representing the University of Arkansas
but also helping advance one of the most
recognized brands in intercollegiate
athletics. Unmistakably synonymous
with its university and athletic program,
the Razorback also serves as a unifying
symbol for Arkansans in every corner of
the state.

BY THE
NUMBERS
101

Facebook Fans of
Arkansas Razorbacks

ArkansasRazorbacks.com
Videos Posted

In coordination with its multi-media
rights partner Razorback Sports
Properties, Razorback Athletics works
to further bolster the brand and expand
its national notoriety. In addition to
live radio broadcasts of every football,
men’s basketball, women’s basketball
and baseball game, the Razorback
Sports Network features a full season of
football and men’s basketball coaches’
television and live radio shows. RSP, a
division of IMG College, also produces
one Razorback football and six men’s
basketball games on television each year.

$3.1 Million

3,478

University of Arkansas’ Net
Licensing Royalties for 2011-12
(as of 6/1/12), a total that
ranks 14th in the nation

Articles Posted

4,300,568

4.3 Million

27,225,235

Television appearances made
by Razorback teams in 2011-12

327,458

Unique Visitors who logged on
to ArkansasRazorbacks.com
in 2011-12

In all, Razorback athletic teams made
101 television appearances in 201112, including national television
appearances on CBS, ESPN, ESPN2,
ESPNU and FOX Sports.
Arkansas’ trademark
and licensing program
continues to be one of
the most successful in the
nation. Through the first
three quarters of the 201112 Collegiate Licensing
Company’s (CLC) rankings,
Arkansas ranked 14th in the
country, generating more
than $3.1 million to support
Razorback student-athletes.

TRACKING THE
HOGS ONLINE
(2011-12)
1,525

Unique Visitors

Page Views

327,458
Facebook Fans
(as of July 2, 2012)

38,998
Twitter Followers
(as of July 2, 2012)

TOP: Arkansas was one of four football programs featured on
the ESPN Depth Chart series. The show on the Razorbacks was
filmed beginning with the team arriving home from its win over
No. 14 Texas A&M inside Cowboys Stadium in Arlington, Texas,
on Oct. 1 and continued through the 38-14 victory over No. 15
Auburn in Fayetteville on Oct. 8.
MIDDLE: On the 10th anniversary of the tragic events of 9/11,
more than 53,000 fans packed War Memorial Stadium in red,
white and blue as part of Razorbacks Remember. The event
captured national attention and won an award from the National
Association of Collegiate Marketing Administrators.
BOTTOM: Baseball made 30 TV appearances in 2011-12
including four at the College World Series. DJ Baxendale visits
with Jenn Brown from ESPN after the Hogs’ opening round win
over Kent State.
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ATHLETIC FACILITIES
MASTER PLAN
The University of Arkansas Athletic
Facilities Master Plan, a long-term vision
designed to shape the future of Razorback
Athletics, was released on Oct. 18 by Vice
Chancellor and Director of Athletics Jeff
Long. The plan, an ambitious wish list to
address facility needs for all 19 sports over
the next five, 15 and 30 years, is the next
step in building the Razorback program
and maintaining competitiveness in the
Southeastern Conference and nationally.
The Athletic Facilities Master Plan
was developed by an Architect team
including Populous, Modus Studios and
University Facilities Management. The
$320 million long-range plan includes a
range of estimated costs on the various
projects based on a range of square
footage projections. In the past 11 years,
the University of Arkansas has spent an
average of $18 million annually on facilities
renovation and construction.
The Football Center, already underway,
will provide an approximately 80,000
square foot home for the Razorbacks’
nationally ranked football program
south of Donald W. Reynolds Razorback
Stadium. The football center will adjoin the
Walker Family Training Center providing
a seamless transition from the football
program’s administrative and team
headquarters to its indoor and outdoor
practice facilities. The football center will
include a large team locker room, meeting
rooms, a spacious athletic training room,
an equipment room, coaches’ offices, a
recruiting lobby and a football museum.

BY THE
NUMBERS
19
The University of Arkansas
Athletic Master Facilities Plan
includes potential renovations
or construction of new facilities
for each of the Razorbacks’
19 sports

$1.25 Million
Combined gift from Donald W.
Reynolds Foundation and the
chairman Fred W. Smith for
the Student-Athlete Success
Center, in honor of Jeff Long
and his leadership

$320 Million
Estimated total cost of all
the projects in the Athletic
Facilities Master Plan

In June 2012, Razorback Athletics announced it was moving
forward with planning for the next phase of the Athletic Facilities
Master Plan. The next phase include plans for the construction
of a basketball practice facility, a student-athlete success center
(athletic academic and dining facility) and a baseball and track
indoor training facility. A timeline for the projects has not been
established and will be contingent on Board of Trustees approval
and successful fund raising efforts.

The official groundbreaking ceremony
for the facility was Nov. 4, 2011, the day
before Arkansas played South Carolina
in Fayetteville. While the full project is
targeted for completion in the summer
of 2013, the Razorback football team will
be able to utilize the new football practice
fields beginning this fall.
10
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FINANCIAL REPORTS
Other
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Distribution

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
2011-12 REVENUE BUDGET

26%

Ticket Sales

$35,145,000

Conference Distribution

$18,000,000

Sponsorships & Licensing

53%

$6,254,000

Contributions

$7,433,442

Concessions & Merchandise

$1,450,000

Other

$675,000

Total

$68,957,442

11%
Contributions

9%
2%
Sponsorships
& Licensing

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
2011-12 EXPENSE BUDGET
Football

Concessions
& Merchandise
University Transfer

Debt Service

$16,450,449

Men’s Basketball

$6,376,353

Baseball

$2,184,197

Other Men’s Sports

$2,888,747

Women’s Basketball

$2,744,746

Other Women’s Sports

$7,907,769

Facility Operations

$6,556,687

Internal Support Services

$11,656,314

External Services

$3,695,003

Debt Service

$7,497,177

Transfer to University

$1,000,000

Total

Ticket
Sales

$68,957,442

2%

Football

11%

External
Services

24%
5%

Internal
Support
Services

17%
9%

Men’s
Basketball

3%
4%

10%
Facility
Operations

4%
11%
Other Women’s
Sports

Baseball
Other Men’s Sports

Women’s
Basketball

BY THE NUMBERS
$241.5 Million

14

26%

The amount reported by the SEC as
actual revenue distributed to member
schools. This revenue is generated
from conference wide television
agreements, bowl games, postseason
basketball participation, and conference
championships.

The number of SEC schools that share in
conference revenues. While conference
revenues are projected to increase in
future years, the revenues will be shared
equally by all 14 schools.

The percentage of the Athletic
Department budget funded from the
conference distribution. The remaining
budget is supported primarily from ticket
sales, contributions, sponsorships, and
licensing revenues.
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RAZORBACK
FOUNDATION

RAZORBACK FOUNDATION
TOTAL MEMBERS (IN THOUSANDS)
12.5

12,955

2009

2010

2011

2012

ANNUAL FUND (IN MILLIONS)
20
15

0

2009

2010

2011

$20,270,118

5

$18,693,975

10

2012

CAPITAL & OTHER GIFTS
(IN MILLIONS)
20
15
10
5
2

2009

2010

2011

$17,037,021

$11,510,791

0

$1,479,629

1

2012

* 2012 preliminary numbers
as of 7/1/12

LEFT TO RIGHT: Former Razorbacks, from left, Roland Sales,
Reggie Freeman, Ivan Jordan and O.C. Jackson at the Razorback
A Club Breakfast in Dallas prior to the AT&T Cotton Bowl.

12

0

$2,379,779*

Last spring, the Razorback Foundation
took an opportunity to say thank you
to its members with Razorback
Foundation Member Appreciation Day.
Festivities included a pre-game tailgate
party for members, giveaways and tickets
to a Razorbacks’ baseball game at Baum
Stadium.

More than 4,100 Razorback Foundation
members and fans responded marking
more than three times the normal
return rate for a similar sample. Based
on the survey feedback, the Razorback
Foundation and the Razorback Ticket
Office made several operational changes,
including designing a communications
plan to more effectively inform fans about
membership levels, ticket availability, and
season ticket renewal deadlines.

2.5

12,846

The Razorback Foundation has been
active in engaging its record membership,
including seeking feedback through a
comprehensive customer service survey
and hosting various member functions
around the state and region.

5

$12,105,240

The online survey was conducted by
CORE4 Research, an independent firm
based in Fayetteville and was designed to
generate feedback on a variety of customer
related items and programs including
the Razorback Seat Value Plan (R.S.V.P.),
the Razorback Foundation annual
membership renewal process and ordering
tickets through the Razorback ticket office.

7.5

10,695

In 2011-12, the Razorback Foundation
rose to nearly 13,000 members and
Annual Fund support eclipsed $20 million
for the first time. In fact, Razorback
Foundation members have helped
increase the Annual Fund by more than
eight million dollars in just three years.

In September 2011, Razorback Athletics,
in conjunction with the Razorback
Foundation, launched a survey designed
to collect feedback from Razorback
Foundation members and all University of
Arkansas Athletics fans.

10

$11,824,171

RAZORBACK SURVEY

10,587

Performing the vital role of supporting
Razorback Athletics with financial
support, the Razorback Foundation, Inc.,
works alongside the athletic department
to provide the resources required for
more than 460 student-athletes at the
University of Arkansas to succeed in the
Southeastern Conference and nationally.

Bryan and Brandon Adams join Jeff Long in the “A” Walk of
Honor prior to the Arkansas-Troy football game. Since its
inception, the “A” Walk honored more than 10 individuals or
groups who have played a significant role in the support of
Razorback Athletics.

Mike Cormack receives coaching from Dave Van Horn prior to
throwing out the first pitch as part of Razorback Foundation
Member Appreciation Day.
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RAZORBACK ATHLETICS
BY THE NUMBERS
1
101
Arkansas was the only
Division I-A school in the
nation to rank in the top 25 in
attendance for football, men’s
basketball and baseball

Television Appearances by
Razorback Athletic Teams

2

Total number of Razorback AllAmericans (69), All-region (23)
and All-SEC performers (85)

NCAA Post-Graduate Scholarship
Recipients (Jaime Pisani, Ben
Skidmore)

3

SEC Championships – Arkansas
captured the SEC triple crown
by winning the men’s cross
country, indoor and outdoor
track and field team titles

3.07

Razorback Student-Athlete GPA
Highest in program history and
fourth consecutive year with
GPA over 3.0

15

Razorback sports programs
that advanced to NCAA postseason play including six top 10
national finishes

20

University of Arkansas’ finish in
the Learfield Sports Directors Cup
Best finish since 1998-99 and
fourth top-25 finish in past
five years

80

Current and former Razorbacks
who earned their diplomas and
were eligible to participate in
University commencement
ceremonies (fall and spring)

ARKANSASRAZORBACKS.COM

177

1,000

Academic Progress Rate
(APR) Multi-Year scores for
Gymnastics and Men’s Tennis
Both sports earned NCAA
APR Public Recognition
Awards

$126,195

Estimated economic
impact of the more than
6,000 community service
hours performed by
Razorback student-athletes
for more than 100
organizations, agencies and
schools throughout the region

4,300,568
Absolute unique visitors to
ArkansasRazorbacks.com

$20
MILLION

Annual Fund Donations
made to support Razorback
student-athletes
Razorback Foundation
Annual Fund
Record

ARKANSAS RAZORBACKS
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